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   What Should I Do With My Life:    

A Summer Assignment 

In English III this year, you will be exploring two essential questions: What are the core 

values of American culture, and is the American Dream worth pursing? What Should I 

Do with My Life by Po Bronson focuses on real accounts of people who also ponder these 

same essential questions in their own lives. Keep these questions in mind as you choose 

your sixteen selections.  

 

Part I- Reading and Annotating 

  

You have been given a copy of What Should I Do with My Life by Po Bronson. Your 

task is to choose two stories from each section for a total of sixteen stories, in 

addition to the Introduction and Closing Remarks too. You are also to annotate as 

you read. Underline or highlight passages that relate to this inner journey.  Mark specific 

pages where evidence of personal change is the strongest.  Finally, write in the margins 

your specific reactions to this evidence.   Your annotations (for each story) will be 

checked and worth points at the beginning of the school year.  

Some Hints for the Active Reader… 

As an "active reader," you already know that when you read textbook/novel assignments, 

you should have questions in your mind. As you read, you should be looking for the 

answers to these questions. You should also have a pencil in hand so that you can 

"annotate" your text. As the word suggests, you "take notes" in your textbook/novel.  

You'll find that the process of taking notes as you read will help you to concentrate better. 

It will also help you to monitor and improve your comprehension. If you come across 

something that you do not understand or that you need to ask your instructor about, you'll 

be able to quickly make note of it, and then go on with your reading.  

The following is a list of some techniques that you can use to annotate text:  

 Relate text to essential questions 

 Underline important terms. 

 Circle definitions and meanings. 

 Write key words and definitions in the margin. 

 Signal where important information can be found with key words or symbols in 

the margin. 

 Write short summaries in the margin at the end of sub-units. 

 Write the questions in the margin next to the section where the answer is found. 

 Indicate steps in a process by using numbers in the margin.  

 Make connections to text, self, and world 
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Part II-Writing Assignment 

 

When you have finished reading and annotating your sixteen stories, you may begin to 

compose your essays. Out of the eight sections that you have annotated, you will choose 

three sections. Use the six stories from those three sections as the material for your 

essays. You will set up a comparison/contrast essay for each set of stories. In your 

first paragraph, analyze the stories by looking at the title for each section. For 

example, the first section is entitled “That Sense of „Rightness.‟” How do each of the two 

stories respond to that title?  

 

In your second paragraph, you will respond to the larger question: How do each of 

the people in the two stories follow his/her quest for the American Dream? As you 

answer this part, consider the following questions as part of your answer. Why is that 

quest important for each of the people in each set of stories? Look at how each person 

pursues his/her dream. How is each person alike or different in his/her approach to 

achieving their American Dream? Finally, look at the outcome of each pursuit.  

 

The annotation and essays are due on the first day of class. 

 

 In each essay, you must give specific details to support your answers. A minimum of 

two quotes, one from each story, is needed to document each of your responses. Each 

set of essays should be a minimum of one page in length. (This totals a minimum of 

three typed essay pages.)  All quotes must be cited using MLA format. In addition to 

these three typed pages, you need a title page and a works cited page.  

 

An MLA title page, a left hand MLA heading on your first page, right hand header on the 

first page and subsequent pages, and an MLA works cited page are required. Please use 

12 point, Times New Roman font. Double space your paper. If you need help on MLA 

format, please check your Writers’ Inc. book.  

************************************************************************ 

In Review: 

Compare/Contrast 2 stories from EACH of the 3 sections you chose. You will be 

answering these questions for EACH SET of stories in EACH of the 3 sections.  

 Analyze stories focusing on the essential questions 

 How do stories relate to the title of that section? 

 How do the people in each of the stories reach their American Dream? 

o Things to consider: 

Á Why is the journey important? 

Á How do they pursue their dream? 

Á How are their approaches in achieving their dream 

similar/different? 

Á What is the outcome of the pursuit? 
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The English Department recognizes that there may be some offensive language contained 

within this book.  To that end, we have provided a list of stories that do not contain 

offensive language.  If a student chooses to read and respond to stories not on the list, 

he/she does so of his/her on volition.   

4-Synchronicity or Not 

6-Isn‟t it Clear!? 

7-I Belong to You 

10-Lacking an Off Switch 

----------------------------------- 

12-The Umbrella of Freedom 

13-A College Man 

14-The Diver Who Loved to Read 

15-Building a Cathedral 

16-The Casino of the American Economy 

---------------------------------------------------- 

20-A Billion is Chump Change 

23-A Tour of the Country 

25-There‟s More to Motherhood than Baking Cookies 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

27-Guidance, Navigation, and Control 

28-The Boom Wrangler Has Many Reasons to Live 

29-The Phi Beta Slacker Dances for Herself 

30-The Runway Gypsy 

---------------------------- 

31-New Person, Same Job? 

32-My New Start-Up 

33-Dropping the Watermelon 

34-The Toner Queen Unmasks Herself 

35-The Once-Angry Minister 

----------------------------------- 

37-Nobody Taught Me 

40-Uncomfortable is Good 

41-Success Formula 

42-Trafficking in Extremes 

---------------------------------- 

44-H=P>J 

45-Ski Bums 

46-Where Fear Hides 

47-The Lottery Winner 

50-Accepting a Gift 

51-The Mechanic Gives 100 Percent 

-------------------------------------------- 

53-Out of My Mind 

54-Contribution X 

56-Magic Powers 


