Lakes Community High School

The Steps Toward College

Freshman

Develop a 4 year plan for high
school.

Get involved in clubs, activities or
sports.

Always do all of your homework.
Get your work in on'time.

Make a study schedule and stick with
it.

Get to know your counselor.

Use the Discover program to explore
any career or college ideas you have.
Explore the internet to see the infor-
n?JaItlon on colleges and careers avail-
able.

Get help with your study skills if
necessary.

Use our Reading Specialist to get
extra help.

Choose courses for sophomore year
that allow you to explore new subject
areas.

Learn about future options for a
career training course at the Lake
County High School Technology
Campus as part of you junior/senior
ear schedule. Aftend their open
ouse on _October 26th from 5-8
p.m. at their Grayslake campus.

sophomore

Do your best on the pre-ACT exam
for sophomores, the PLAN assess-
ment on November 9th. Learn about
the PLAN at www.act.org.

Consider taking the PSAT assess-
ment on October 18th. Register in
the Guidance Office and pay the
$14.00 fee by October 9th. Get
more information at
www.collegeboard.org.

Familiarize yourself with the re-
sources in the Guidance Office and
library. Use websites for career and
college research.

Adjust your 4 year plan based on
your past performance and upon
yourt knowledge of college require-
ments.

Stay involved. Try new activities;
make healthy choices.

Make an appointment to talk with
your counselor about college and
your future plans.

Become aware of your strengths and
capitalize on them. Set goals for
yourself.

Visit college campuses whenever
you and your parents are able.

Learn as much as possible about the
world of careers. Talk with adults
about their jobs. Check a career book
out of the Library or Guidance Of-
fice. Use the Discover program.

Check to make sure you are taking
all the high school courses that are
required for admission to college or
needed to be eligible for participat-
ing in college athletics.

Aﬂpl for career training course in
which you are interested at the Lake
County High School Technology
Campus as part of your junior year
schedule. Attend their open house
on October 26, 2006 from 5-8 p.m.
at their Grayslake campus.

Junior

Take the Preliminary Scholastic Apti-

tude Test/National Merit Scholarship

8ual|fy|ni; Test (PSAT/NMSQT) on
ctobér 18th. Register in the Guid-

ance Office by October 9th and cPa

tBhe“32,14.00 fee. Study the Studerit
ulletin.

Meet with college admissions repre-
sentatives at CLC Regional college
Night on October 26th from 6-8
p.m. Take a sheet of labels with your
name, address, email address, gradua-
tion year, high school rank, and g.p.a.

Research information on colleges.
Spend time in the Library and Guid-
ance Office studylng?q the materials
available. Go throu% _the Discover
program and search the internet.

Bring your parents to the LCHS Col-
lege Planning Seminar on September
21at7 p.m.

Discuss college with your counselor.

Check to make sure you are taking all
the high school courses required for
admission to college or participation
in college athletics.

Consider taking the February 10, 2007
ACT exam at LCHS. Registration
materials are available in the Guid-
ance Office or at www.act.org.

Select your senior year courses. Re-
view your selections with your par-
ents. Be sure to take academically
challen?mg courses to best prepare
yourself.

Attend the Tuesday, March 20, 2007
Re(k;ional College nght at College of
Lake County from 6-8 p,m.

Consider registering for the April
14th. ACT exam at Lakes. All juniors
cAo(r:13|der|ng college should take the

Do your best on the PSAE in April
which is required for all Illinois jun-
iors and contains an ACT assessment.

Take the SAT | if you are interested in
selective colleges or ones out of our
geographic area. Registration materi-
als "are available in the Guidance
Office or at www.collegeboard.com.

Check with colleges to verify if they
require a Writing Exam score on the
ACT or SAT.

Take the SAT Il subject area exams if
the h|%;hly selective schools recom-
mend it.

Visit with college admissions repre-
sentatives who come to LCHS during
the school day to provide materials,
describe their”schools, answer ques-
tions and meet interested students.

Visit  college campuses. Make an
agPomtment with ~ the admissions
office to get the most out of your visit.

senior

® Narrow your college choices. Keep in
mind the unique qualities you possess
in deciding the college factors that are
important to you. Discuss your priori-
ties with counselors, teachers, friends,
and, above all, parents.

® Go to the CLC Regional College
Night on October 26th from 6-8
p.m.

e Download paper applications or apply
online.

e Continue to do your best work. Keep
refining your application essays.

® Transcripts are requested by written
release and comﬁleted applications are
sent through the Guidance Office.
Send official ACT/SAT scores. Apply
well before deadlines.

® |f you need a recommendation letter
written, give at least 2 weeks notice to
your teacher or counselor.

o Keep track of what you’ve sent and
college responses. Keep track of an
deposits you’ve made and the dead-
lines for refunds.

® Research scholarship opportunities.
For scholarship information go to the
Guidance Office.

® Visit with college admissions repre-
sentatives during their scheduled visits
to LCHS.

e Start applying in September and Octo-
ber. Apply up to 6 schools.

® Call the college financial aid office(s)
to determine procedures and deadlines
for applying.

e Apply for housing (a dormitory room)
upon your acceptance.

® Complete the FAFSA and other re-
qwried financial aid forms after Janu-
ary 1.

e Review the financial aid
“packages” (offers) you receive from
colleges.

® Decide on your college if you have not
already. Be sure you have visited the
campus.

® Take your Advanced Placement ex-
ams in order to earn college credit.

. Notift/) college&s) of your final deci-
]§|or(1j y May 1. Request deposit re-
unds.

® Request in the Guidance Office that
our final transcript be sent to your
inal college choice.

GOOD LUCK! HAVE FUN! BE SAFE!
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