Tentative Rigor Rubric for Videotaped Lessons—Social Studies

	Category
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Actions that display rigorous instruction

	Relation to Real World


	Teacher creates “buy in” to the lesson by strongly relating the content to real world experiences
	Teacher makes some connection between content and real world experience. 
	Teacher attempts to connect content to real world but attempt is unsuccessful
	Teacher makes no applications to real world
	Teacher links current event topics to lesson

	
	
	
	
	
	Lesson is clearly linked to student interests

	
	
	
	
	
	See “Global Achievement Gap” for more examples

	Enthusiasm
	Facial expressions and body language generate a strong interest and enthusiasm about the topic in others
	Facial expressions and body language sometimes generate a strong interest and enthusiasm about the topic in others
	Facial expressions and body language are used to try to generate enthusiasm, but seem somewhat faked.
	Very little use of facial expressions or body language.  Did not generate much interest in topic being presented.
	Teacher has positive nonverbal expressions; smiles, looks engaged as students are answer; encourages student responses

	Higher Order Thinking
	Most questions posed by teacher require higher order thinking
	Several questions posed by teacher require higher order thinking
	Few questions posed by teacher require higher order thinking
	Questions posed by teacher require no higher order thinking
	Teacher asks questions that start with “why, what, how”

	
	
	
	
	
	Teacher ask questions that require students to recall information from previous lessons/class

	
	
	
	
	
	Teacher asks students to be metacognitive with their responses

	
	
	
	
	
	Teacher asks student to explain

	
	
	
	
	
	Teacher allows students time to think about their responses before answer

	Expectations of Teachers
	Teacher always has a  clear focus for instruction and maximizes instructional time
	Teacher has a focus for instruction and sometimes maximizes instructional time
	Teacher does not have a clear focus for instruction and sometimes maximizes time
	Teacher does not have a clear focus and does not maximize class time
	Lessons is clearly linked to other lessons

	
	
	
	
	
	Teaches bell to bell; ideally has activities waiting for students to motivates students to be early to class

	Expectations for Students
	The teacher as a clear and consistent focus on student achievement 
	Teacher has a focus on student achievement in the classroom
	Teacher attempts to focus on student achievement in the classroom
	No attempt is made at student achievement in the classroom
	Students know of established routines in class

	
	
	
	
	
	Students know of clear expectations and participate in class without difficulties

	Social Studies
(Multiple Sides of Issue)
	Teacher encourages students to evaluate information by examining more than one side of an issue
	Teacher presents multiple sides of an issue but does not examine it as deeply as possible
	Teacher makes references to multiple sides of an issue but does not encourage
	Teacher does not examine multiple sides of an issue
	Using primary sources

	
	
	
	
	
	Looking at different secondary sources

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Social Studies (Bias)
	Teacher often makes reference to the authors point of view in the material being viewed
	Teacher sometimes makes reference to the authors point of view in the material being viewed
	Teacher tries to reference to  the authors point of view in the material being viewed 
	 Teacher does not examine multiple sides of an issue
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


