
 By Mallory Lindstrom 
Opinions Editor 

 The Freshman Class 
spent the morning of Nov. 10 
at a religious forum, which 
had several guest speakers 
from various religions. The 
forum connected with the 
religious discussions in 
Global Studies classes and 
helped answer their questions. 
 The Social Studies 
Department set out to create 
this program so students could 
see the material they were 
discussing in class expanded 
outside the classroom.  The 
students had many questions 
�Š�‹�˜�ž�•�1 �œ�™�Ž�Œ�’���1�Œ�1 �›�Ž�•�’�•�’�˜�—�œ�1 �•�‘�Š�•�1
sometimes the teachers 
were not able to answer. 
 “We thought, where 
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from the religious leaders 
themselves?” program 
coordinator Eric Vichnick said. 
 The religious leaders 
began their day at Lakes with a 
breakfast provided by the school. 
 Then the program opened 
with a 10-minute large group 
assembly in the auditorium. 
The Global Studies classes were 
divided into two pods. Each 
pod was located in a hallway 

and the speakers rotated 
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rooms every 15-18 minutes. 
 Seven major world 
religions were represented 
including Buddhism, Sikhism, 
Judaism, Hinduism, Islam, 
Protestantism, and Catholicism. 
 Students were asked to 
prepare questions for each 
speaker. Many inquired about 
each religion’s place of worship, 
holy books, eating habits, dress 
and grooming requirements, 

and the history of their faith. 
 The theme of the forum was 
commonalities. Each speaker 
was encouraged to discuss 
this; even though each religion 
is unique, there are common 
threads and beliefs which link 
them all together. The students 
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and contrast these faiths. 
 Some speakers also 
explained the importance of 
tolerance, which is something 
that can be very foreign to 

close-minded teenagers. 
 “We tend to extend 
a stereotype to say all 
Jews, or people of other 
religions, are a certain way,” 
Rabbi Carl Woike said. 
 “I am what I am for a 
reason and you are what you 
are for a reason,” Dr. Balwant 
S. Hansra, a Sikh religious 
leader said. “I have no reason 
to judge you and you have 
no reason to judge me.” 
 This is the second year 
the religious forum occurred 
and changes were made to 
improve this year’s program. 
 “We shortened the time 
in the auditorium for the 
introductions and made 
more time for questions and 
answers,” Vichnick said. 
 Global Studies teachers 
agree that the students 
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forum interesting and 
they look forward to it. 
 “They feel like their 
questions are answered 
and that the forum is 
�‹�Ž�4�1�Ž�›�1 �•�‘�Š�—�1 �•�‘�Ž�¢�1 �•�‘�˜�ž�•�‘�•�1 �’�•�1
would be,” Vichnick said. 
 The religious forum 
will continue to progress 
as it becomes a highlighted 
feature of Global Studies. 
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Dr. Balwant S. Hansra, a Sikh religious leader, explains the 
seven deadly sins to Global Studies students during the 
second annual religious forum.
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  Editor-in-Chief

 Long, itchy, and gross. 
 These are just a few of the 
words  girls at Lakes have been 

using to describe the faces 
of their boyfriends, male 
friends, male teachers, 
and even random 
strangers in the 
hallways who 

h a v e 

j o i n e d 
the Lakes’ 

version of 
Movember, or No 
Shave November.

 It would seem Lakes 
has an epidemic on its 

hands that is beginning 
to resemble Cousin It 

from the Addams Family.
Nearly 20 male students 

�Š�—�•�1 �œ�•�Š���1�1 �–�Ž�–�‹�Ž�›�œ�1 �‘�Š�Ÿ�Ž�1 �™�ž�•�1
aside their razors for the month 

of November and joined the No 
Shave November competition, 
sponsored by EverGreen, to help 

raise money to purchase a wind 
turbine, which is a large, wind powered, 

mechanical windmill, for the school. This 
purchase would  produce cleaner energy 

and save the school money in the long run.
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turbine is that it would produce a rather decent 
output of electricity that we could use to power 
various things around the school,” Evergreen 
member Conary Meyer said. “The other is that it 
will help educate Lakes students, as well as the 

surrounding community, on ways 
�•�‘�Š�•�1 � �Ž�1 �Œ�Š�—�1 �‹�Ž�1 �–�˜�›�Ž�1 �œ�Ž�•�•�1 �œ�ž���1�1�Œ�’�Ž�—�•�ï��
 The main goal for the competition 

may be to raise money for the wind 
turbine, but even the water saved 

because the participants are not shaving, 
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 “It’s a way to promote green energy,” Newton said.
 Though foregoing a razor may not seem a 
likely way to raise the possible thousands of 
dollars it would take to purchase a wind turbine, 
EverGreen has devised several categories 
within the competition to increase both the 
contest between members and the money made.
 Busiest beard, scraggliest beard, most 
colorful beard, most shapely beard, and best 
�•�˜�Š�•�Ž�Ž�1 �•�˜�1 �•�ž�•�•�1 �‹�Ž�Š�›�•�1 �Œ�˜�—�Ÿ�Ž�›�œ�’�˜�—�1 �Š�›�Ž�1 �•�‘�Ž�1 ���1�Ÿ�Ž�1
categories that the student body will vote on. 
 Voters can choose a certain amount of money 
to donate toward each individual contestant. 
By donating this money, the donor increases the 
chance of that person having to shave their beard 
�’�—�1 �Š�1 �œ�•�›�Š�—�•�Ž�1 �•�Š�œ�‘�’�˜�—�1 �•�˜�1 �–�Š�•�Œ�‘�1 �Š�1 �œ�™�Ž�Œ�’���1�Œ�1 �Œ�Š�•�Ž�•�˜�›�¢�ï�1
The person who makes the most money for 
that category will have to come to school at the 
beginning of December with odd looking facial hair.
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No Shave November is almost over
Time to break out the razors
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