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Cheating can take on many forms 
from the ridiculous to the brilliant. For 
some, the whole point of cheating is 
to receive an advantage on a test or an 
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others, it appears that their goal is to 

prove just how weird or how arrogant 
they can be. 
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behind a laundry list of both clever, 
well thought out methods of cheating 
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at cheating. Both students and teachers 
have been witnesses to many of the 

countless examples on this list of ways 
to cheat as innocent bystanders or 
as someone trying to either combat 
cheating or come up with new ways to 
get away with it.

Math teacher Carolyn Barry had 
an issue with students who constantly 
would look at the quizzes of their fellow 
classmates to cheat during testing. 

Eventually, she began 
to hand out multiple 
versions of her tests 
to combat cheating. 
However, when she 
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test, her students did not 
look at tests other than 
their own assuming they 
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when the only thing she 
changed on the tests was 
the numbering on top of 
them.

 Spanish teacher Joanna Kotecki had 
an issue with a student who simply 
took the exact information from a 
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own. Unfortunately for him, Kotecki 
immediately recognized the information 
and the student promptly received a 
zero for his assignment.

 Besides these interesting examples, 
�Œ�‘�Ž�Š�•�Ž�›�œ�1�‘�Š�Ÿ�Ž�1�•�Ž���1�1�•�‘�Ž�’�›�1�–�Š�›�”�1�’�—�1�•�’���1�Ž�›�Ž�—�•�1
departments with common ways of 
cheating.

 In the math and science departments, 
calculators have become an increasingly 
useful way for students to cheat in 
their classes. Students will place notes 
or come up with “programs” that help 
them to answer questions on tests. 

Teachers in both math and science 
classes have trouble stopping these 
students because they allow calculator 
use on tests and it is easy for students to 
erase their notes.

 In the World Languages Department, 
online translators have become an 
epidemic for foreign language classes 
because they allow students to quickly 
translate text from one language to 
another. Though, it is typically easy to 
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relied solely on the use of translators 
to do the work they should have done 
themselves. 

 Students will continue to produce 
new forms of cheating such as writing 
down notes on their body, hiding 
notes on the inside of their water 
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communication during a test.

By Haley Castelvecchi
Center-Spread Editor

Most students actually value their education. 
They like succeeding and saying that they earned 
their own grade.

I am one of those students. I like the feeling 
of earning something for myself. I love writing, 
so when I am assigned something like a paper 
I spend a lot of time on it. That being said, if 
someone needed help I would have no problem 
helping them.
 Last year, my teacher called me out of my 
English class and said we had to talk. I had no 
idea what it was about. I wasn’t really scared 
because I didn’t know I had done anything 
wrong.
 She told me that my Catcher in the Rye paper 
and another student’s was basically the same 
paper, we even had the same exact hook. 
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happened about a month prior…
 My friend told me that he needed help on the 
English paper because he didn’t read, and asked 
me if he could look at mine for ideas. I, being the 
great and wonderful person that I am, agreed 
to do it but made him promise he wouldn’t just 

copy my entire paper, especially since I worked 
hard on it.
 He promised that he wouldn’t copy my paper. 
We were friends, so I believed him. Also, we had 
to turn our papers into Turnitin.com so I thought 
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 I guess it’s naïve to believe that when you help 
someone they won’t take advantage of you.
 Fortunately, when I told my teacher what 
happened, she believed me. She told me not to 
talk to the student so she could get both of our 
sides. The entire day I was freaking out until I 
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he was potentially facing academic dishonesty. 
Even though I was upset, I didn’t want him to get 
in trouble.
 In the end, neither of us got in serious trouble. 
He received a zero on that paper but a lot worse 
could have happened. We got really lucky, but 
students should be aware that when you cheat, 
it’s easy for teachers to catch. My friend and 
I weren’t even in the same class and they still 
found out. Just remember that you and someone 
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“help.”
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a teacher.” This open and vague statement has 
resulted in various interpretations by teachers 
and students of what actually constitutes 
cheating. 

 “Cheating to me is copying down the 
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their knowledge or consent,” one student said 
in an anonymous survey. 

 “It means not using your own knowledge to 
complete something,” a second student said. 

 “Cheating to me means you are disrespecting 
yourself and you are cheating yourself,” said 
another student. 

 Teachers, for the most part, follow the 
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when dealing with deceitful students. This 
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qualify as cheating. 

 “For World Language classes, the cheating 
tends to occur more during projects and the 

use of translation programs,” department head 
Rachel Morales said. “We spend time at the 
beginning of the year explaining to students 
the negative aspects of translation programs; 
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hard way. The use of translation programs are 
easy to spot in a project.” 

 Students use technology to their advantage 
while cheating, and teachers use it for catching 
cheaters. 

 “On research papers and projects, where 
they have to put the research into their own 
words, many students just copy and paste their 
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teacher. “The use of Turnitin.com has decreased 
cheating in our department. This website 
searches the Internet for phrases common 
between student work and published works 
online.”  
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between collaboration between students and 
outright copying of an assignment. 

 “Cheating is like a parasitic relationship in 
which the cheater is not contributing anything 
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Mark Prosise, Science Department chair. 
“Collaboration is a two-way sharing of ideas in 
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 Overall, cheating seems inevitable. When 
it takes place in study hall, at lunch, through 
various forms of technology, or even during 
class, it can be almost impossible for a teacher 

to detect. 
In fact, 88 percent of the 77 students in a Talon 

Times survey say that, though they cheat, they 
have never been caught in the act. 

 Students realize that cheating is wrong. Almost 
every student in the survey said that cheating is 
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acts of academic dishonesty.   
 However, this year teachers and the 
administration have been especially cracking 
down on enforcing the academic dishonesty 
policy. 

Consequences range from a warning, being 
dropped from the class, or even expulsion. 
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Kurt Sooley, dean of students. “We want our 
students to understand that if this was to occur 
in college, they could be dismissed from the 
university all together.” 

The school enforces such a strict policy in 
order to prepare students for the real world. 

 “Students should remember that the District 
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over four years,” said Christine Roberts, dean 
of students. 

 Teachers are always required to report a 
student involved with any sort of academic 
dishonesty, whether that is plagiarism or 
aiding other students in cheating. This allows 
for an accurate documentation of cheating to 
be recorded so that teachers can track their 

students’ overall academic dishonesty 
record in all the classes they have taken. 

 “I would say that we see an 
academic dishonesty referral a couple 
times a month,” Sooley said. 

 However, some teachers, when 
interviewed, said they discover cheating once 
or twice a week. 

And nine percent of the students who 
participated in the survey say that they have 
been found cheating but that the teacher did not 
report it on their record.  
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What 
interesting 

way have you 
cheated or 

seen someone 
cheat?
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�1 Writing notes on the 
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label 

�
�1 Writing the answers in 
tiny writing on the inside 
of a rubber band

�
�1 Writing the answers on 
a tiny piece of paper and 
hiding it in a mechanical 
pencil

�
�1 Writing the answers 
upside down on their 
stomach

�
�1 Creating symbols/signs/
codes for other classmates 
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on multiple choice tests

�
�1 Storing equations and 
answers in calculators 

*Collected from anonymous 
survey

Cheating: A seriously common offense

The Talon Times investigates 
academic cheating in all its 
forms and the consequences 
students face — or don’t.

Something to think about...
According to the 1998 poll of Who’s Who Among American 

High School Students, 80 percent of the country’s best 
students cheated to get to the top of their class.


