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Lakes ventures into the 21st Century in the classroom

By Mallory Lindstrom
Opinions Editor

The Social Studies Department is busy
integrating new technology available in
the 21 Century classroom in order to
expose students to a new structure of
learning and prepare them for the future.

The classroom, located in the blue
hallway, is equipped with 15 iPad 2s, a
surround sound system with two wireless
microphones, and two projectors that can
display media from a computer or from
one of the iPads. The school was able to
purchase the technology through grants
applied for by social studies teachers Ben
Kalb and Morgan O’Connor. In total,
the classroom would have cost $20,000.

“We didn't have it all planned out in our
heads when we applied for the grant but
our basic idea was to create a classroom that
utilized technology to engage students and
the development of 21st century skills to
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and the real world,” said O’Connor. “Once I
we secured the grant money we started
researching and exploring other schools and
their systems. Stevenson has several similar
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They were great about showing us around
and talking us through the process.”

This technology and the layout of the
classroom have been used to promote
group work and collaboration among
students. Also, students are encouraged
to initiate their own research, rather than
always calling on the teacher for answers.

“We are teaching the same concepts but
using active participation,” O’Connor said.

Another advantage is that the room has
a couple of smaller rooms that the students
enjoy using for individual and group work.

A goal of the program is “to improve
the presentation skills of the students,”
Kalb said. “I hope that they can do more
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Social Studies teacher Morgan

O’Connor instructs senior Wesley
Gonzalez on how to utilize various
applications on the iPad. Students are
able to use new technology in class.



