
By Mallory Lindstrom
Opinions Editor

The Social Studies Department is busy 
integrating new technology available in 
the 21st Century classroom in order to 
expose students to a new structure of 
learning and prepare them for the future. 

The classroom, located in the blue 
hallway, is equipped with 15 iPad 2s, a 
surround sound system with two wireless 
microphones, and two projectors that can 
display media from a computer or from 
one of the iPads. The school was able to 
purchase the technology through grants 
applied for by social studies teachers Ben 
Kalb and Morgan O’Connor. In total, 
the classroom would have cost $20,000. 

“We didn’t have it all planned out in our 
heads when we applied for the grant but 
our basic idea was to create a classroom that 
utilized technology to engage students and 
the development of 21st century skills to 
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and the real world,” said O’Connor. “Once 
we secured the grant money we started 
researching and exploring other schools and 
their systems. Stevenson has several similar 
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They were great about showing us around 
and talking us through the process.”

This technology and the layout of the 
classroom have been used to promote 
group work and collaboration among 
students. Also, students are encouraged 
to initiate their own research, rather than 
always calling on the teacher for answers. 

“We are teaching the same concepts but 
using active participation,” O’Connor said. 

Another advantage is that the room has 
a couple of smaller rooms that the students 
enjoy using for individual and group work. 

A goal of the program is “to improve 
the presentation skills of the students,” 
Kalb said. “I hope that they can do more 
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Photo by Mallory Lindstrom
Social Studies teacher Morgan 
O’Connor instructs senior Wesley 
Gonzalez on how to utilize various 
applications on the iPad. Students are 
able to use new technology in class.
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Are P.E. 
standards 
too hard?

RIVALRY Lakes vs. Antioch game brings forth 
discussions about school rivalries

By Erin Kelly
Editor-in-chief

“Eventful” barely 
seems to cover it.

Tonight, at 7:30 
p.m., the seventh 
annual Pigskin 
Classic begins, 
which will end varsity 
football’s 3-3 historic 
tie with Antioch. 

“We have two 
schools that are very 
equally matched,” 
said Phyllis Fay, 
assistant principal 
for pupil personnel 
services at Antioch.

It is a very “unique 
game,” Fay said, that 
has a trophy presented 
to the winning team, 
and because of 
the extreme rivalry 
present, both Lakes 
and Antioch have a 
history of students 
being removed from 

the Pigskin 
C l a s s i c , 

o r 

other District 117 
athletic events, due 
to inappropriate 
behavior. In the past, 
Sequoit fans even 
went so far as to 
damage the visitor 
side bleachers.

But Troy Parola, 
Lakes athletic director, 
says behavior has 
become less of a 
problem over time.

“The student 
leadership that we see 
out of [Lakes] seniors 
trickles down to the 
freshmen,” he said. 

A l t h o u g h 
administrators from 
both schools say the 
rivalry has matured 
�V�L�Q�F�H�� �/�D�N�H�V�� �¿���U�V�W��
opened in 2004, with 
the recent sales of 
“Lakes Can’t Handle 
Sequoits” t-shirts at 
Antioch, some Eagles 
are questioning the 
validity of that belief.

The idea of 
Antioch’s Pigskin 
t-shirts came from 
football moms, and 

administrators are 
selling them. Although 
some Eagles might 
�¿���Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�K�L�U�W�V��
offensive, Fay said it 
was simply meant to 
promote rivalry and 
get students excited 
for the game.

“It’s just kind of 
a catchy phrase,” 
she said, especially 
because of the 
reference to the 
acronym “LCHS.” 
However, Fay seems 
�F�R�Q�¿���G�H�Q�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �K�H�U��
students will conduct 
themselves well at the 
game tonight.

“We’re very proud 
of the way our kids 
cheer at our games,” 
Fay said.

With this game 
having “big 
implications” as to 
who will potentially 
win conference, 
Parola said, the 
behavior of students 
from both schools will 
be tested. In fact, more 
supervisors than 
usual will be on hand 
to ensure the safety 

of all 

fans.
 According to Luke 

Mertens, football Head 
Coach for Lakes, the 
best way for students 
from either school to 
behave at the game is 
to “focus on cheering 
for their own team…a 
negative attitude is 
just as contagious as 
a positive attitude.” 

And that attitude 
can affect players on 
�W�K�H���¿���H�O�G�����W�R�R�����0�H�U�W�H�Q�V��
said.

“I have a great deal 
�R�I�� �F�R�Q�¿���G�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
Royal Rush…we have 
a group that believes 
in the school,” Plank 
said.

In the end, rivalry 
can be both the 
driving force that 
helps a team win, or 
�W�K�H���Q�H�J�D�W�L�Y�H���L�Q�À���X�H�Q�F�H��
that rips it apart – or 
even the trait that 
tears a district in half. 

“At what point does 
rivalry turn into bad 
blood?” Plank said.

Though Antioch 
and Lakes may 
be sister schools, 
another school in 
the Prairie Division 

has been testing 
Lakes: Grant 

H i g h 

School, with the “G” 
they dug into Polley 
Field prior to the Sept. 
9 match-up. 

“The thing to me 
that makes any kind 
of prank any quality is 
that you can’t damage 
any property or hurt 
anyone,” Plank said.

However, Plank 
said to keep in mind 
that we will probably 
never know who did 
it and there is always 
the possibility they do 
not go to Grant.

“We judge people 
really quickly,” Plank 
said.

Every team has 
had problems in the 
past with rivalries and 
the depth with which 
people take them.

“This is an issue, or 
problem, across the 
country that needs to 
be addressed,” Parola 
said.

And to help 
address this problem, 
students have been 
attending the annual 
NSC Leadership 
Conference, which 
helps promote good 
sportsmanship both 
�R�Q���D�Q�G���R�I�I���W�K�H���¿���H�O�G��

Parola said it is an 
attempt to get athletes 
together from every 
school so they can 
see that they are not 
that different after all.

photo by Ryan Silvola

Lakes ventures into the 21st Century in the classroom
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