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Advisory gives 
back

    Kurt Rowells’ 
advisory is coordinating 
a fundraiser video 
game tournament.  
A variety of games such 
as D.D.R (dance dance 
revolution), Guitar Hero 
2, and Madden will be 
played. The advisory 
is earning money to 
pay for mammograms 
for women with breast 
cancer. The tournament 
will take place on May 
10 at Lakes at 9 a.m. and 
will go until a winner is 
declared. The cost to 
enter into the gaming 
tournament is $5 for 
the fi rst entry and $8 to 
re-enter. The fi rst place 
prize will be a season 
pass to Six Flags and the 
second place prize is a 
Visa gift certifi cate. The 
advisory is also in need 
of multiple setups for 
Xbox, Play Station 2, and 
the games that are being 
played 
at the 

tournament. Anyone 
who brings games to the 
tournament will get in to 
the tournament free of 
charge.

 By Kimi Lillig
Editor

 With signifi cantly more auction 
items available compared to last 
year’s Gala, tomorrow’s Booster 
Bash is predicted to raise as much 
as $25,000 for school programs—and 
even a little school spirit.
 The Booster Bash will begin at 6 
p.m. at the American Aid Society in 
Lake Villa. The $25 ticket includes 
dinner, dessert, and the opportunity 
to bid on auction items donated by 
community and school groups. The 
booster-sponsored Gala last year 
funded many projects over the 07-08 
school year.
 “We raised $15,000 last year, and 
every dime of it went back to our 
kids,” Principal Jim McKay said.
 The Booster Club has expanded 
its membership this year and hopes 
the Bash will refl ect that, says Tony 
Wittman, president of the Booster 
Club. 
See “Booster Bash” on Page 4
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NHS admits 47 
new 
members

    April 16 marked the 
induction of 47 juniors 
and sophomores into 
the Lakes chapter of 
the National Honor 
Society. The inductees 
were chosen based on 
grade point average, 
leadership, and service.  
Speeches were made by 
Guidance 
Counselor 
Gwen 
Varney 
and school 
board 
member 
Joyce 
Heneberry. 
Principal Jim McKay 
and Superintendent 
Jay Sabatino were 
also present at the 
ceremony to give their 
congratulations.
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Class of 2008 gears 
up for graduation

By Keshia Cunnigham
Staff Reporter

Twenty-one days 
and counting, 
seniors. 
 Much of 
the planning for 

the 2008 commencement is 
completed or near completion. 
The ceremony is scheduled to 
be held on Thursday, May 29 
at 6:30 p.m. on Polley Field, 
weather permitting, and 
seniors should meet in the 
gym an hour early. 
 In the case of rain, 
it will be  held in 
the gymnasium, but the 
graduation committee has a 
back-up plan to ensure that 
as many family and friends 
as possible can still view the 
event. 
 “Each senior will be 
allowed four tickets, but the 
auditorium will be hooked 

up with a live video feed 
from the ceremony and will 
be available for overfl ow 
seating,” said Katie Cook, a 
member of the committee.
 She added that although 
there will be no major changes 
to the set-up of the ceremony 
compared to last year, it is 
sure to be a special event for 
all of the graduates.

 “Each graduation 
ceremony will be unique 
because of the characteristics 
of the distinct graduating 
classes and because of the 
individuals that are selected to 
speak,” Cook said. Therefore, 
while the structure of the 
ceremonies will be the same, 
“the tone will be distinctive,” 
she said.

 One of the fi nal phases in 
the planning is selecting a male 
and female student speaker. 
A committee comprising 
teachers, administrators, and 
students heard auditions from 

six applicants this past week 
and evaluated each speech 
using a rubric, said Cook. 

 Results were not available 
at press time but are 
expected to be announced 
on Friday, May 2.  
       Senior Anthony Thommes 
has a recommendation 
for the chosen 
speakers.   “Whoever 
is the student speaker needs 
to start the “I believe” chant 
at the end. That would be so 
sweet,” he said. 

 Every year, two teachers 
also are selected by the seniors 
to be faculty speakers at the 
ceremony.   

 Those teachers are Eric 
Vichnick and Kurt Rowells, 
both members of the 
Social Studies Department. 
 “I voted for Mr. Rowells, 
because he knows all the 
seniors whether it is from 
having them in class or in 
sports, so I fi gured he could 
relate to us really well,” said 
senior Sonya Berg.

 Many seniors view their 
graduation as bittersweet.

 “I love Lakes but I am 
ready to move on in the 
world,” Berg said. 

the games that are being 
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By Allison Reding
Staff Reporter

Senior Jenna Walsh will 
be competing nationally 
in the All American Youth 
Horse Show May 15-18. 
This is a very prestigious 
horse show with about 
1,000 horses and youth 
competing, youth being 
riders 18 and under. 
Walsh will compete only 
against riders in her own 
age group

Being such a big show, 
the All American Youth 
Horse Show offers many 
different types of classes 
in different disciplines 
of riding. Walsh will be 
competing in English and 
Western pleasure classes. 
These classes are judged 
on how well the horse 
moves and how the rider 
makes the horse work.

Doing well in such a 
competitive show requires 
many hours of training 
and preparation. Walsh 
works up to the national 
show by doing local 
shows and moving up to 
bigger ones in Iowa, Ohio, 
and Wisconsin. She rides 
almost every day, focusing 
as much on the training 
as becoming comfortable 
and confi dent.

Walsh competes 
nationally in horse 
competition

Photo by Allison Reding

“It’s a lot of mental 
preparation. You can’t be 
nervous because the horse 
will feel that and act up,” 
Walsh says. 

On the actual day of a 
show, Walsh wakes up 
around 2:30 or 3:00 am. 
She has to get the horses 
ready to trailer to the show. 
Once there she has to get 
her horse clean, tacked, 
and warmed up all before 
her classes.

“I love to show, but I 
ride more for fun. I do it to 
see how I rank compared 
to other riders and how 
my horse ranks compared 
to other horses,” Walsh 
says.

Though she loves the 
competitive side of horse 
back riding, she does it 
more for recreation. 

Walsh has been riding 
since she’s been 7, only 
taking a break for a couple 
years around seventh 
grade. 

She even continued 
to ride while she was in 
Germany last year with 
the foreign exchange 
program.

Walsh rides and boards 
her horse, Jetta, at Dream 
Catcher Stables, which is 
right across the street from 
Lakes. 

Walsh plans to continue 
riding recreationally for the 
rest of her life.

“Even if it’s not my 
job, I always want to have 
somewhere to go to get 
away,” Walsh said.

Several other students at 
Lakes are avid equestrian 

athletes as well. Junior 
Amanda Jones is one of 
them.

“I’ve tried competing 
and I just don’t like it.” 
Jones says. “Horse back 
riding is something I do 
to calm down, and shows 
stress me out.”


