
Cody Ksioszk, for those 
that know her, know her 
for her mad gymnastics 
skills, but aft er this season 
Ksioszk plans to call it a 
quits. Next fall Ksioszk has 
commited to Lindenwood 
University in St. Charles, 
Missouri.

She has already received 
scholarship money and 
a chance to play for their 
fi eld hockey team. “I love 
gymnastics just as much as 
fi eld hockey but I realized 
that fi eld hockey is what 
I really want to do. If 
anything changes, I am 
still able to switch schools 
and go somewhere else for 
gymnastics but for now I’m 
prett y set on playing fi eld 
hockey,” said Ksioszk.

But let’s not get our hope 
up, Ksioszk still plans on 
having a great gymnastics 
season.  She has already 
placed fi rst overall in 
her fi rst meet against 

Mundelien and third on 
fl oor in her past invite.

Though she might not be 

thinking of it as a future 
career, gymnastics is 
something she is passionate 
about and still has major 
goals for the rest of the 
season.

So far she still has some 
things to brush up on as 
far as her skills go in order 
to make her routine spick 
and span. 

But Ksioszk still has the 
goal and determination 
to make it to state for the 
second year.

“A couple of my goals 
are to get harder skills into 
my routines and to make it 
to State Finals again but this 
time in all four events and 
all around,” said Ksioszk.

So before Ksioszk 
is fi nished with her 
gymnastics career (as of the 
decision at this moment) 
make sure you go to a 
meet and cheer her and the 
Eagles gymnastics team on 
one more time.
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Aft er a full plate 
in Dyer, Indiana for 
thanksgiving Kyle 
Challis is ready for 
winter break.

Kyle and his family 
made this hour and 
half trip to visit Kyle’s 
uncle, his only relative 
in the country.  Due to 
exceptional boredom 
Kyle’s Thanksgiving 
Day ended with a 
viewing of movie 
and more eating.
 In addition to 
hanging out with 
his girlfriend Kyle 
has been interested 
in gett ing back into 
swimming in order to 
get in shape. 

“I used to swim, 
Mondays, Tuesdays, 
W e d n e s d a y s , 
Thursdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays.  I was 
this awesome-sauce 
swimmer, made team 
Illinois and stuff  like 
that, no big deal!”

A lack of 
transportation, and 

time, is an obstacle in 
the way of Kyle and 
his swimming dream. 
But this does not bring 
Kyle’s hopes down 

“Whatever. I’ll 
probably start soon 
again”, he says.

Also new in the life of 

Kyle Challis are plans of 
relocation. His parents 
are planning on moving 
to Madison, Wisconsin, 
about 2 hours North 
West of his home town, 
Lake Villa.

To prepare he has 
been doing a lot of 
cleaning around the 
house.

Similarly to most 
of the students and 
staff  here at Lakes, 
the fast approaching 
winter break is greatly 
anticipated.

Challis hopes to be 
able to go snowboarding, 
hang out with his 
girlfriend, and play with 
his presents.

With many 
aspirations for the 
upcoming month, and 
a threat of moving 
Challis has a lot going 
on.  However do not fret 
the Talon Times hopes 
to continue to follow 
Challis through the rest 
of the year regardless of 
location.
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Backpacks bring life to hallways
By Amanda Kramer

Staff  Reporter

 Students are busting through the 
hallways with a whole new way of 
self expression—their backpacks. 
 With so many new variations, 
the hallways are turning into a 
grab-bag of thousands of colors, 
brands, styles and designs. Apart 
from the basic backpack with a 
whole new look, new popular 
styles include the one strap, 
messenger bag, and wheeled bag.  
 These new designs, along with 
being fashionable, are supposed to 
take the stress off  of hardworking 
students’ backs. The numbers of 
back injuries have been growing 
year by year in as young as grade 
school students because of the 
amounts of books students have to 
haul in between school and home. 

These injuries have been directly 
related to the basic backpack.
 While we’ve all either 
experienced or witnessed the 
occasional faceplant in the hallway 
over an unexpected wheeled 
backpack, these are proven to be 
the most back-friendly way of 
gett ing your books around school. 
 Big fan of the traditional 
backpack? Jansport, one of the 
largest backpack producers 
for students today, provides 
hundreds of varieties of colors 
and patt erns for everyone’s liking. 
 New styles for this year include 
brightly colored polka dot, plaid, 
and tons of other patt erns. 
 Backpacks are also coming 
with convenient features such 
as iPod pouches, comfort-gel 
straps, and cell phone holders.  
Another popular trend for girls 

especially are colorful and casual 
totebags. 
 “I like my [tote] bag because 
it’s an easy way for me to get my 
books around without carrying a 
huge backpack,” said junior Rachel 
White. 
 In our school especially tote bags 
have become an epidemic among 
girls and is used just as much as 
any purse. 
 With the rapidly evolving 
backpack fashions students are 
gett ing more and more chances to 
express themselves while at the 
same time fulfi lling the inevitable 
task of toting around their heavy 
books. 
 The variations make us wonder 
what book bag makers have in 
store to make students’ upcoming 
years of hauling supplies around a 
litt le bit more enjoyable.
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