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CLC student Jeff “IJB” Bender nails a backside boardslide off a homemade rail, in his backyard.

Student builds playground in backyard

By Matt Broniec
Special to Talon Times

When most people think of
going to a snowboarding park,
they think of Wilmot or Alpine
Park, not of a person s backyard.
However, there is one exception,
if you know Jeff Bender. Jeff JB
Bender, as most people call him,
has been snowboarding since he
was seven years old.

My rst board | used was one
of those cheap plastic ones from
Wal-Mart, says the Lindenhurst
resident.

After about a year, he told me,
he could not do everything he
wanted to on that board.

So | went out and bought my

rst real snowboard, said Bender.

That was the beginning of his
new found love, says his father.

Afterabout three years, when he
was 12, Bender and his dad worked
together to build little ramps and
rails to do tricks on. However, now
that he is 19, Bender and his friends
have been doing everything they
can to make the biggest and best
park possible.

We always have about fteen
people helping us, even if they
dont snowboard, says Bender s
friend Steve Linder. It is just the
fun and excitement of building a
park in someone s backyard.

There was one time there was
notenough snow to board. Itwasin
March and Bender and his friends
still wanted to board.

So we took my friend Grant s
pickup, went to Wal-Mart and all
the snow that the plows pushed
against the light posts, we put it all
into the bed of his truck and used it

all, said Bender.

Bender is now taking classes at
College of Lake County.

One reason he told me he
wanted to stay close to home,
well, is the friends he has and for
the thrill of snowboarding with
them, says Bender s mother.

Bender and Linder said that
the greatest thing about being
able to build this park in Bender s
backyard is that they can wake up,
snowboard all day, go to sleep and
do it all over again the next day.

They both have been
snowboarding for many years,
and will continue until they can t
anymore.

Bender said that this is his
number one career choice and that
he has saved up to enter a national
competition in Colorado next
winter.

Local hockey
seasons underway

By Ariana Tepps
Feature Editor

Senior Doug
Ollendick  has  been
playing ice hockey for

the Lake County Atoms
since he was 9 years old.
He plays defense at his
home rink at Rinkside
Saturdays and Sundays
Ollendick said that his
friend  Phil  Oshinski,
also a senior (a previous
player for the Atoms
since he was four),
got him into the sport.
“The season is going
well so far; We are 9-6-1
I think,” says Ollendick.
The season for ice
hockey is from September
to February, but the boys
prepare all year long,
frequently working out.
Ollendick and Oshinski
say they agree they like
being in an outside school
sportmorethaninaschool
sport, some reasons being
they get to meet new
people and also don’t have
to worry about eligibility.
Some negatives would
be that practice does
not start till 9 p.m. and
also that it is very costly.
Ollendick says he
plans to play hockey
another year for the Lake
County Atoms and then
moving on to play in
college at either Northern
Illinois  University or
Illinois State University.
Oshinski ended his
hockey journey this year
and decided not to play.

Ollendick

Player Name: Doug
Ollendick

Player Nickname:
Dougie Fresh

Player Number: #55

Team: Lake County
Atoms

Favorite NHL Team:
Detroit Red Wings

Favorite Player:
Brendan Shanahan

What Dougie Fresh
does to prepare for a
game?

- eats lots of
pasta

- works on his
stick handling

- Listens to
music

- Tries to relax
and get lots of
sleep the night
before

Dudley proves that hockey is not just for the boys

The junior has been playing ice hockey since she was 7 and plans to continue in college

By Soni Peter
Special to Talon Times

magine gliding along

the  smooth, fresh

ice, stick in hand.

You can see your

breath in front of you,and o to
the side, you see the red glare of
the scoreboard, you don’t even
look, you know what it says.

The game is tied, 1-1, and the
final buzzer has just gone o .
It all comes down to the final
shot. You line up at the penalty
line and everyone is depending
on you.

The goalie stands a few feet
away, the whistle goes o , you
bring the stick back, and hit
with all your might.

This is what junior Jeanna
Dudley and her family do six
out of the seven nights a week.
Dudley has been playing ice

hockey since she was about
7 years old, and the rush of
the game still hasn’t worn o .
“I played floor hockey
before that, but when | turned 7
| started playing
hockey,” Dudley (£
says excitedly, “I I
had to play with
boyswhen I was 7
and until I was 10.

I am definitely
playing [hockey]
in college.”

to complicate themselves, “It
is insane coming home afer a
sport at 5 or later, depending on
if we have a game or not, and
then leaving for hockey practice
at 7. 1 don’t usually
come home until 11
or later,” Dudley
says when asked
about how she
jugglesthree sports.

It was definitely
interesting.”
Along with ice
hockey, Dudley
also manages
to juggle two varsity sports
as well, tennis and sofhball.
She played both for the first
time during freshman year,
and picked it up right away.
Even though tennis is in

the fall, and sofball is in the
spring, hockey is a yearly thing,
so games and practices tend

Jeanna Dudley,

“It is actually
harder during
tennisseasonthanit
is during sofball.”

Not only does
hockey take up a big part of
Dudleys life, but along with her
mother and those around her.
Jan Dudley does not have only
one, but two children who are
very active in playing hockey.
She spends just as much time
at the hockey arena as Jeanna
does.

junior

“My whole life is devoted to
hockey,” Jan Dudley responded
laughing. “Jeanna has also
joined with Lake Forest’s girls’
hockey team, in which they
have one practice, and one
game a week, as well.”

As Dudley’s tennis partner
on varsity and as number one
doubles, junior Elisa Lopez is
also a ected.

Now Dudley isn't super
woman, soshecan’talwaysmake
it to every sporting event even
though she still tries, “Jeanna
has had to miss one game and
atournament for tennis,” Lopez
says, “and sometimes she has to
miss hockey, as well.”

Spending at least 20 hours
just for hockey alone can start
geting stressful for anyone,
especially when they have other
sports going on, as well.

“Jeanna is usually prety

good about all of it, though
sometimes | think she’s tired,
and don’t think she gets enough
sleep,” Jan Dudley says, while
Jeanna just sits and laughs.

Lopez said she feels the same
way.

“...Especially because she
has to do her schoolwork, too. |
admire her for all her work, and
I think she handles it all very
well,” she said.

Dudley definitely wants to
be playing hockey afer high
school.

She has already spoken
with many coaches of di erent
universities,includingMichigan
State and Lake Forest College.

“1 am definitely
playing in college,”
Dudley says. “There

are going to be di erent levels
which means it will be a given
that | can be playing.”



