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Handbook
design contest

Tired of looking at
Respect + Courtesy
= Pride and the
boring eagle on
the front of your
academic planner?
Next year Lakes is
allowing students to
design the cover of
‘08-‘09 assignment
notebooks. Free
Hand and computer
art are acceptable,
but there are certain
requirements that
must be followed.

For more information
checked the Student’s
News folder in your
e-mail.

The winner of the
handbook design
contest will see
their design in every
student’s backpack
on next year’s
assignment notebook.
The champion will
also receive a $50
prize cash prize.

Snow Days

With winter comes
snow and with snow
comes snow days.
Lakes has been
affected with two
snow days and a late
start day in the past
couple of months.

The school plans
for a certain number
of days that school
can be cancelled but
when that number is
exceeded the days
missed/cancelled
must be made up in
the summer, even for
the graduating senior.

As of press time
the last day of school
for underclassmen
will be Monday, June
2. For seniors the last
day is still the same,
and graduation is still

on for May 29.
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Fuller, Vickers take Mr. LCHS crowns

By Kelly Bol
Photo Editor

He was seen running back
and fourth across the stage in
his track uniform at random
moments  throughout the
show, sharing the spotlight
and breaking it down with his
little sister, and articulately
explaining to the audience

about his favorite quality about
himself.

For all of the above reasons,
senior B.J. Fuller was crowned
Mr. LCHS.

The third annual event
was held in the auditorium
on Friday, Feb. 22. Senior and
junior guys alike were involved
in a mock pageant to compete
for the Mr. LCHS title and
crown.

T he

eleven
contestants
consisted
of seniors
RobbieBock,
B.J. Fuller,
Andre
Gidney,
Chawkeen
Graham,
H a n s
Johansen,
Brian
Mooney,
A aron
Piekarz, and
Dante Soto
and juniors
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Contestants of Mr. LCHS bid farewell as the

curtains close.

McGinnis, Erik Stone and Paul

Vickers.

The contestants were
judged by five faculty
members, including Katie
Cook, Amber Cornelius,
Kellie Doyle, Kurt Rowells,
and Eric Vichnick.

Junior Pat Adamek and
senior  Yuri  Bockwinkel
emceed the event, chiming
in with jokes in between the
different contests.

The contestants were
judged on six different events:
casual wear, career wear,
talent, short answer, formal
wear, and swim wear.

In addition to choosing
the winner of the crown, the
judges selected McGinnis for
Mr. Congeniality. Graham
took Mr. Talent for his
rendition of Josh Groban’s
“When You Say You Love
Me”, and Vickers was named
the Jr. Mr. LCHS.

The event helped raise

money for the Senior Class,
which organized the event. The
total raised was not available at
press time. Last year, the event
raised $2,500.
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Fuller shared the spotlight with
his little sister and danced away
as his talent portion of the Mr.
LCHS pageant. Fuller was later
crowned as Mr. LCHS.

NIU shooting hits close to home

By Abbi Pendley
Features Editor

Valentine’s Day: a day to
celebrate love and be with
those that you care about. Many
students at Northern Illinois
University—including former
students of District 117—were
counting down the minutes
until they could leave class and
go spend time with their loved
one. Nobody knew that they
were really counting down the
minutes to another national
tragedy when some students
would not make it out of that
room.

At around 3 p.m. on Feb.
14, NIU students attending
their geology class in Cole
Hall reportedly were attacked
by former student Steven
Kazmierczak who was armed
with several guns, including
a shot gun and hand guns. He
shot rapidly into the crowded
room of students, causing a
chaotic rush for the doors. Five
students died: Gayle Dubowski,
Catalina Garcia, Ryanne Mace,
Dan Parmenter, and Julianna
Gehant, and more than 17
were injured. Kazmierczak
proceeded to kill himself before
police officials arrived.

“During the shooting a

friend and I were walking back
from one of our other classes
and about to take the bus back
to the dorms,” said 2007 Lakes
graduate Jen Miranda. “We
thoughtthatweheard gunshots,
but honestly who [would] ever
think that they would ever hear
shots like that in the middle of
the school day.”

Miranda said students ran
onto the bus and began yelling
about a shooter.

“They  were not
wearing jackets,
backpacks, and one
girl even ran out
without her shoes
on...after you saw
the look on their
face I knew it was no
joke,” she said. “The
only thing I could
do was sit there and
pray for the bus
to keep moving
and get back to
a room as fast as
possible...I  was
terrified...none of
it seemed real.”

NIU sophomore
Kelly Neary, graduate
of Grayslake Central
High School, was not in Cole
Hall either, but knew people
that were. She was informed

of the tragedy by students that
went into her classroom, but
was in slight denial.

“They just casually walked
in and asked our T.A. (teacher
assistant) if she had heard
about the shooting...this was
just minutes after it happened,”
Neary said. “I didn’t know
what to think when I found out
that they hadn’t been joking.”

Among those injured were
2004 Antioch High School

graduates JD Turzy and
Patrick Korellis, brother
0f 2007 Lakes graduate
MarinoKorellis. Turzy
suffered 14 holes in his
right calf and two in
his right hand;
one broke his
finger. Korellis
sustained an
injury  to the
back of his
head, and
was shot in
the arm and

leg.
“He [Turzy]
wants to return
to the university and
resume his classes on
Monday [Feb.] 25,” Turzy’s
father Ron Turzy said. “His
mood is somber, reflective, but
also forgiving. Spending time

visiting with his friends from
Antioch has helped him a great
deal.”

Many studentsarecontinuing
to grieve over the time that NIU
was closed, and also with the
re-opening of it last Monday.
Counseling has been offered,
along with numerous memorial
services.

“The first thing my friends
and I did after hearing the
shooter was dead was go home.
When I got home I felt kind of
outofitandIdidn’t really know
how to act,” Miranda said. “I
talked to my parents and all my
friends from home. [They] were
very supportive and helped me
keep my mind off of it...I feel
much better [now] than when
it first happened. I think it is a
little easier to talk about it now
that I have relaxed and took
some time off to be with family
and friends.”

Other NIU students
taking more time to cope.

“I have not really started the
grieving process,” Neary said.
“The entire situation has not
really hit home yet...I haven't
really wanted to face everything
and I wasn’t emotionally ready
to handle any of that.”

are

See NIU on page 3



