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 In a junior’s school life, the 
only thing that seems to matt er 
is the dreaded ACT.  
 With Prairie State testing and 
ACTs right around the corner, 
seniors who 
have already 
taken both 
share their 
input on 
what works 
best with 
g e t t i n g 
equipped.
 Many who 
scored well 
on the ACT 
found that 
purchasing 
books and 
taking the 
practice tests online at  ACT.org 
helped.
 “I bought an ACT prep book 
and took the prep classes.  I 
think they really helped.  I also 
took a lot of practice tests,” 
senior Hannah Karstedt said. 
 There are also the classes that 
can be taken through Lakes that 
are taught by Lakes teachers.

 “Taking the ACT prep classes 
through the school really 
boosted my scores,” said  senior 
Andrea Fullerton.
 Many of the seniors that did 
extra work in order to bett er 
prepare themselves found that 
they were pleased with the 

improvements 
they made from 
their practice 
tests.
 “I was 
d e f i n i t e l y 
satisfi ed with 
my score. My 
score allowed 
me to get into 
my number one 
school choice,” 
said Karstedt.
 Many seniors 
also found that 
it was to their 

advantage to take the test more 
than once.
 It is obvious that if a litt le 
bit of extra time is put into 
studying, scores can greatly be 
increased. 
 This is a minor price to pay in 
order to get into your fi rst choice 
school or the scholarships that 
you can be eligible for.
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 As the Junior Class gears up for 
some second semester fun, one thing 
on their agenda is the Prairie State 
Achievement Exam.
 The PSAE is one of the most 
important steps a junior in Illinois 
must take to graduate high school.  Not 
only does it rate the school, but it also 
gives the Junior Class an opportunity 
to take the ACT for free.  
 However, in order to capitalize on 
this opportunity, many students feel 
the pressure to do well. Team Leader 
Dave Newberry, with the help of 
secretary Lesia Semitka, organized a 
program in which students who are 
looking to improve their scores could 
do so with the help of teachers and 
fellow students.  
 Students were selected based on 
their performance on the PLAN test; 
these students are able to easier utilize 
this program, as opposed to the aft er 
school courses off ered, because of 
the location and time. The ACT prep 
course is situated opposite of the 
student’s lunch. 
 Junior Laura Gaa said she is happy 
with the extra study time. 

“I think it’s great that the school is 
taking the time to help kids out,” she 
said.  
 Another positive to the school 
day alternative is the cost of the prep 
course is free. Students who were not 
selected have the opportunity to sign 
up for the ACT prep course taking 
place aft er school. Five classes are 
off ered to improve students’ scores for  
$100. This opportunity seems to truly 
be helping, according to Newberry.  
 “It’s a nice quiet environment, so 
you can really get some work done,” 
said junior Desiree Ester.
 Although Mondays and Fridays are 
used as a regular study hall, the other 
three days are devoted to ACT prep. 
 Newberry is excited for the 
outcome. 
 “I think we’re going to see 
improvement,” he said.  
 Although the opportunity for a 
school day ACT prep course is limited 
to only a group of students now, 
there is defi nitely a possibility for 
expansion. Newberry said he hopes 
for the program to grow. His hope, 
along with all administration, is for the 
PSAE scores to increase and Newberry 
fi rmly believes that by expanding the 
program, this will happen.

 Juniors voluntarily prepare for the ACT by taking prep courses during 
their study halls, opposite of their lunch. The juniors were selected by their 
performance on the PLAN tests. These courses are a trail run to see how effective 
they are as opposed to the courses students are offered after school at a cost. 
The courses seem to be easier accessibility wise.
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ACT prep courses a hit among students and staff alike

College-bound seniors offer tips 
about how to succeed on the ACT

“I was defi nitely 
satisfi ed with my 
score. My scored 
allowed me to get 
into my number one 
school choice.”

Hannah Karstedt
Senior

“ I

Seniors share their 
success stories and 
tips for the juniors 
who will be taking 
the ACT and PSAE 
this coming April
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The Arts is a big deal at Lakes. 
However, most of the attention 
goes out to the performing Arts. 

Meanwhile, there is a 
wealth of talent fl owing freely 
but unnoticed: painting and 
ceramics. 

Surely there is not a soul in 
this school that has not walked 
past the pictures on the walls 
right outside the commons. 

And it does not seem possible 
that the cases of pottery and 
sculptures displayed on all levels 
of the school have gone ignored 
all this time. 

But does anyone really know 
anything about the ones who 
create those works of art? 

Anastasia Chernetska has been 
refi ning her talent since grade 
school. 

She is in advanced ceramics, 
and hopes to minor in a type 
of art, though she does not 
necessarily want a career in it. 

“It lets me relax”, she says.  
Some of the hardest or most 

annoying projects Chernetska 

has done are the coil pots, like the 
canopic jars the Egyptians put the 
deceased person’s organs in, and 
the self busts. 

Self busts are sculptures of 
the person who made it, like self 
portraits. 

Sarah Voracek is another 
person deserving of the spot 
light. 

She took lessons at the 
Lake Villa District Library; her 
grandmother was the one who 
got her interested in art.  

She has been painting since 
the sixth grade, and has dabbled 
in oil paints, acrylics, and water 
color. 

“Painting is like life: there is 
no set way for it and there are no 
guidelines,” says Voracek. 

Danielle Lindquist has been 
in art since middle school. She 
was inspired to begin by the art 
teacher there, Ms. Neeve. 

All together though, Lindquist 
has been at it for seven years. 

She says she enjoys it because 
she likes to work with her hands 
and the clay. The most diffi cult 
task she has yet to do is also the 
self bust. 
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Senior Danielle Lindquist works on a project in her ceramics.

Students take pride in artwork


