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Eagles
who are
Eagles

Eight Lakes students
show dedication
through obtaining a
rare honor

Allison Reding
Staff Reporter

There is an unspoken honor
that only a few Lakes students
haveachieved. Youcannottellby
looking at them, but their hard
work has placed them in a rank
shared by former presidents,
athletes, and astronauts. These
select students are Eagle Scouts,
the highest rank attainable in
Boy Scouting, and junior Mike
Miller recently became one of
them.

To become an Eagle Scout,
Miller had to move through
earlier ranks, earn 21 merit
badges, serve as a troop leader,
and organize and lead a service
project, known as an Eagle
Project.

For his project, Miller
focused on an environmental
issue in the area — removing the
invading species Blackthorn
from the Grant Woods Forest
Preserve.

This required immense
amounts of time, research, and
communication with the Forest
Preserve. Miller put in over 80
hours working on his project.

It takes commitment and
motivation to stay with Boy
Scouting long enough to earn
the coveted rank of Eagle Scout,
but Miller urges other boys to
sick with it.

“Push through —it'll be worth
it in the end,” he said. “Not
many people can say they’re
Eagle Scouts.”

Most people do not fully
understand the significance
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of the Eagle Scout rank, or
even know what it is for that
matter. Seniors Alex Hawkins
and Paul Latza, juniors Adam
Hoeflich and Shawn LeBaron,
and sophomores Ben Venturi
and Cameron Bay are among
the “scouting elite” and all
vouched for the positives of the
program.

“Obtaining the rank of eagle
is a very distinctive honor,”
Hawkins said. “You have to be
dedicated, motivated, willing
to help others, and a hard-
worker.”

Scouts do not go in knowing
what they need to know; the
road to becoming an Eagle Scout
is full of learning experiences.
These life lessons may be the
most valuable thing taken from
the program.

“It taught me how to
manage my time, increased my
knowledge, and helped me be a
better part of the community,”
LeBaron said. “It feels good to
serve my fellow man.”

“All of the skills I gained I
have been able to use in my
daily life,” Hawkins said.

Not to mention, being an
Eagle Scout is recognized by
colleges, the military, and the
government.

“I originally didn’t want to
be in scouts,” Latza said. “Later,
however, I decided to stay in
and earn Eagle because it can
get you scholarships and better
jobs.”

“It has taught me how to
make the most of myself,” Latza
said.

Girls gain entrance into a boy’s world
Several Lakes female students join Boy Scouting

Venture

Girls

Gonzalez

Workman
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When you think of Boy Scouts,
images of outdoor activities like
camping, fishing, canoeing, and
hiking probably pop into your
head - and, of course, the classic
uniform. But wait, there are girls
wearing those uniforms!

A fairly new program in
the Boy Scouts of America,
called Venturing, started in
1998, is actually co-ed, finally
allowing girls to get the Boy
Scout experience. The Venturing
program is on the rise and several
Lakes students are involved
in it. Juniors Jessica Gonzalez,
Amanda Jones, and Candice
Workman are just a few of them.

So why do these girls prefer
being in the Venturing program
as opposed to the traditional Girl
Scouts?

“Girl Scouts is just not as
interesting,” said Gonzalez.
“All we did was sit inside
and make crafts. This is more
challenging,”

Venture crews, the program’s
equivalent to a Boy Scout troop,
are run by the scouts. The adult
advisors step in only when
needed. This way the members
of the crew pick the activities
done.

Venturing differs from Boy
Scouting in this way. If a Venture
crew decides to focus on high-
adventure activities, such as rock
climbing and scuba driving, then
they can choose to do nothing
but high-adventure activities;
Boy Scouts, however participate
in community service, learning
outdoor skills, and advancing in
rank, to name a few.

The freedom that the
Venturing program offers makes
it more appealing than Girl
Scouts.

“It gives you a chance to be
more than just a girly girl,” said
Jones. “We do more than sell
cookies.”

Sophomore

Samuel Verga

has experienced Venturing and
Boy Scouts and says that while
he enjoys both, the two are very
different.

“Having girls in the program
definitely makes it much more
interesting,” Verga said. “One
problem is recruiting new
female members. It’s difficult to
find girls that are interested in
this type of thing. Most haven't
ever heard of a Venture Crew,
even though it is an extremely
rewarding experience.”

The program is also very
beneficial to the boys involved
as well. Seeing their female
counterparts climb a rock face,
portage a canoe, or navigate
with a map and compass builds
respect for the opposite sex and
breaks the age-old stereotype
that girls can’t do these types of
things. They learn to view girls
as their equals.

“There’snodifferencebetween
us,” Gonzalez said. “They joke,
but they really need us.”

“Boy Scouts are more level-
headed. They respect us more,”
said Jones.

Beingin Venturingletsthegirls
get away from those of them that
do fall into that stereotype, and
meet more people with similar
interests. When it comes down
toit, it’s the people that make the
memories and Workmen says
this is her favorite thing about
Venturing.

“We’ve become like a big, big
family. Everyone’s friends and
we all look after each other,” she
says.

“It's a good break away
from reality, everyone’s happy.
There are no problems,” said
Gonzalez.

These little things are what
Gonzalez says she likes most
about it.

The  Venturing program
gives both the girls and guys
experiences that will last a
lifetime. All three girls said they
would recommend it to anyone
up for a challenge.

IPods put on paus

e " Controversy continues to spin around
" the subject of musical devices allowed

In a high school setting

By Sarah Beckman
Staff Reporter

They come in various sizes and vibrant colors
ranging from cherry red to a simple white. Some are as
light in weight as an Oreo cookie, while other ‘veterans’
feel as if you have a regular-sized apple in your pocket.
But on every single electronic device is engraved the
signature apple, branding the world-famous iPod.
Over 82 percent high school students own an iPod, but
the question still remains if these tiny gadgets should
be allowed in high school.

Megan Licht, a dean at Grayslake North High School,
said that, “some students have blatant disregard for
authority when they are listening to their iPods.”
Consequently, the electronics are not permitted at all in
most Lake County area high schools.

Students at Warren Township High School, similar
to Grayslake North, “must put away [the iPods] before
first period starts,” said Sandy Ridker, a dean at the

Blue Devils spirited school.

Following the trend is Lakes. Aryan Doman, a Team
Leader at Lakes, said that she “agrees with the policies
that are in place here at Lakes.”

Contrast to this popular policy, Antioch Community

High School has permitted the opposite of the its
neighboring high schools’ policies for over five years.
At the 91-year-old high school, iPods and other mp3’s
are allowed during school hours, such as passing
periods and during lunch.

“Bringing iPods to school is highly discouraged,”
said Antioch dean Kathy Kelly. “Safety and Academic
integrity is at risk.”

Hundreds of students across America are discovering
new ways to cheat by using electronics. Several types
of calculators, such as the T-I 83, can be programmed
with cheat sheets and hundreds of equations.

Even sneakier, iPods can have much more capacity
for longer cheat sheets and recorded lectures. Students
inlargelecture halls can simply plug in theiriPod during

a test and listen to a previous classroom session.

At the highly acclaimed Duke University of North
Carolina, incoming students were given iPods to
enhance theirlearning. Surprisingly, cheating decreased
on tests, reported the college’s Board of Education.

“Students should be focused on learning while here
at Lakes,” said Doman. “[The policy] was discussed
and decided on by several people.”

Several students at Lakes, however, do not agree
with the music device policy.

“I do not think students should have them while
walking down the hall, but we should be able to
listen to iPods in study halls,” said sophomore Nicole
Buchholz.

This music device has been implemented since Lakes
opened in 2004.

“As an administrative team, we review policies every
year,” said Doman.

Maybe next year the policy will take a new twist
towards change.



