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Graveyard in Lakes’ backyard

By Matt Broniec
Staff Reporter

Home Oaks Cemetery, also known as
Oakland Cemetery, probably does not
sound familiar to anyone that attends
Lakes. However, it is seen everyday by
almost every Lakes student and faculty
member.

This very small and mysterious
cemetery that no one really knows
much about just happens to share the
same corner of the intersection of Deep
Lake Road and Grass Lake Road along
with Lakes Community High School.

So how did this cemetery come to
be? There is no church around here
that it is affiliated with and it seems
to be in an odd place. As it turns out,
senior Kateri Tumminello, has a very
interesting connection to the cemetery.

“Just about everyone on my mother’s
side of my family is buried there,”
says Tumminello. “My two great
grandfathers, two great grandmothers,
my grandmother, grandfather, two
great uncles and two great aunts and
my mother’s cousin are buried there.”

According to Tumminello’s mother
Wendy Tumminello, they have had

family buried in Home Oaks Cemetery
from the late 1800’s up until January
of last year when Tumminello’s
grandfather had passed away.

The cemetery is primarily a small
community Christian based cemetery
with Protestant affiliation that is
connected to some small local churches
in the area.

With the cemetery being quite
literally right next to school grounds,
there are going to be students
wondering why we are so near to
the cemetery. Junior Michael Donner
normally everyday walks home from
school and has to walk right near the
cemetery to get home.

“l find it slightly ironic that it is
between both a high school and an
elementary school. It's almost like it’s
straight out of a cheesy horror movie,”
Donner said.

As it turns out, having a cemetery
right near school grounds appears
not to be a very uncommon thing.
Grayslake North High School also has
a cemetery right by the school. Avon
Centre Cemetery overlooks the high
school just as Home Oaks Cemetery
overlooks Lakes.
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Home Oaks Cemetery, also called Oakland Cemetery oversees Lakes and Oakland
schools. The cemetery on the corner of Deep Lake Road and Grasslake Road and
was established in 1846. Many of senior Kateri Tumminello’s family members are
buried in the cemetery with other former Lake Villa residents.

LCHS GPS- Spring sports bring challenges,
jovial experiences for Ruskin and Steffen

By Yuri Bockwinkel
Opinion Editor

January-March a lot can
happen during that time, this
holds true for freshman Joe
Ruskin. In February Ruskin
performed in Lakes’ musical
Singing in the Rain.

“Itwasreally good experience
and I had a lot of fun,” said
Ruskin.

This month Ruskin joined
the tennis team. Unfortunately
tennis season starts around the
same time as the spring play,
so Ruskin cannot participate in
the upcoming production of the
Crucible.

“It was a hard decision,
but I have three more years of
doing other plays and tennis is
only one part of the year,” said
Ruskin.

Also this month he had to
sign up for classes that he would
be taking during next year as a
sophomore. Ruskin’s teachers
and parents also helped with
this decision and they came up
with this list of courses.

English II Honors, Spanish 11
Honors, Chemistry Honors, AP
European History, Algebra II
Honors, P.E and finally a study
hall. He has also signed up to
take Life Resource Management
over the summer.

“I signed up to take LRM for
summer school but I haven't
really heard what the specifics
are (time, when etc.),” said
Ruskin.

So for all the ladies out there
that want to see more of Joe
Ruskin you should hurry up
and sign up to take the same
curriculum as Ruskin.

By Kimi Lillig
Editor

Kicking off the final
trimester of her sophomore
year, sophomore Sarah Steffen
will walk off the court and onto
the soccer field.

Steffenmade the varsity team
this year, a big accomplishment
for a sophomore.

“I am really excited,”
Steffen said. “I love playing
soccer, especially because it’s
outside.”

Being cooped up inside has
built up the excitement for
Steffen for starting the soccer
season.

After a successful basketball
season, Steffen is enthusiastic
about playing defense for
coach Kevin Kulby.

Steffen is a born soccer star.
She has been playing since
kindergarten. She began as a
forward or midfield player, but
was moved partway through
her career.

“In 6th grade my coach
moved me to the back and I
have been there ever since,”
Steffen said.

Onthefield, some of Steffen’s
friends joined her this year.

“] have a few pretty good
friends on my team,” Steffen
said. “Then there are some
people that I have never really
talked to before. I am sure by
the end of the season we will
all be pretty close.”

With soccer finishing up the
end of the school year, Steffen is
looking forward to the future.

“I'm stoked for summer,”
Steffen said. “I'm probably
going to get a job so I will
actually have money.”



