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By Kimi Lillig
Editor

	 Senior Josh Beckman was 
named one of 15,000 seniors 
nationwide who qualified for 
the finalist  level of the National 
Merit  Scholarship Program.
	 After taking the Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Qualifying 
Test sophomore year, Beckman 
was named a Semifinalist out 
of 1.4 million students who 
also chose to take  the test that 
would enter them 
into the contest.
	 B e c k m a n 
completed an 
essay conveying 
his future plans 
and goals along 
with other forms 
describing his 
accomplishments 
to apply for finalist 
status.
	 “It feels good 
to get this far,” 
Beckman said.
	 Beckman may 
become one of the 8,200 finalists 
to receive Merit Scholarships,  
and he will be notified this 
March if he has reached this 
stage.
	 “I’m tired of waiting,” 
Beckman said. 
	 The National Merit 
Scholarship Program gives 
away more than $51 million 
dollars in scholarships each 
year to students reaching the 
merit level. 
	 “It is a distinguishing honor 
and colleges  are impressed 
by it. It can affect  a college’s 
decision whether or not to 
accept me,” Beckman said
	 Beckman is still unsure of his 
college choice, but is hoping to 
be accepted to the University 
of Illinois-Urbana Champaign, 
Yale, or Johns Hopkins.

	 Beckman intends on 
studying natural sciences or 
embarking on a career in the 
medical field.
	 Kathleen Beckman, Josh’s 
mother, said she is proud of 
her son’s accomplishment and 
supports his college choices.
	 “I’m hoping [the finalist 
status] will provide more 
opportunities for him and 
financial help,” said Kathleen 
Beckman. “I want him to 
take the lead and ensure that 

[the college he 
chooses] is a good 
fit.”
	 A c c o r d i n g 
to Kathleen 
B e c k m a n , 
Beckman  has  
always been 
intelligent and 
curious, but 
she credits a 
large amount 
of his success to 
reading.
	 “Josh has 
been reading 

since the age of four and has 
continued to be an avid reader  
throughout his life,” said 
Kathleen Beckman. 
	 As a teacher, Kathleen 
Beckman  understands  
test scores  are only one  
measurement of a student’s 
ability.
	 “It is an indicator of doing 
well on standardized tests,” 
she said. “Just because you 
have a good test score doesn’t 
mean you’re the smartest.”
	 Kathleen Beckman insists 
that it is all about work ethic 
in their family, not about test 
scores.
	 “It opens some doors 
initially, but it’s  what you 
do once you get through the 
doors that counts,” Kathleen 
Beckman said.
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On March 13, math students of all levels came up with entertaining and educational games 
for fourth through sixth graders to play at the annual Math Fair. 
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New work program offered to seniors next school year
By Chaz Radle
Staff Reporter

	

A new program 
allowing students 
to mix school and 
work for credit 
will be offered to 

junior and senior Eagles next 
year.
	 Cooperative Work Training, 
which has been going on at 
Antioch High School for some 
time now, is a two-part program 
in which students earn credit in 
and outside of the classroom. 
Inside the classroom, students 
work on skills such as writing a 
resume; outside of the classroom 
students have to hold down a 
job.
	 “I feel this class is good for 
students who need to get caught 
up on credits,” says guidance 
counselor Sharon Rosnick.

	 Students must fulfill a few 
basic requirements to take 
part in the new program. For 
example, they need to be at 
least 16 years old and have a 
job by the time school starts. 
Secondly, they have to be a full-
time student, which means they 
are enrolled in at least six credit 
earning classes a day.	
	 The program allows kids 
to get out of school earlier by 
at least one period or more, 
so they can balance between 
work and homework. It is 
possible that students can get 
out more than one period, 
but it is not a requirement.  
	 Additionally, students can 
opt to take a full day of classes 
including a zero hour, and still 
do the CWT program. Students 
cannot be enrolled in Tech 
Campus and CWT at the same 
time.

	 Despite some students’ 
beliefs, the program is not a 
“blow off”.
	 “I don’t think it’s an easy way 
to get out of class,” Rosnick. 

“Students should not regard 
the class as a cakewalk.”
	 So far, only a few students 
have signed up for the 
program. 

	 Applications are available 
in the guidance office and 
with the counselors and must 
be completed in addition to 
registration forms.

He is the first student in Lakes history to 
travel this far in the contest 

By Soni Peter
Staff Reporter

	 A Math Fair’s success is due 
to the hard work and creativity 
of the students and their 
teachers. This year, the Math 
Fair was a huge success.  
	 Jill Farrell, math teacher, 
started the Math Fair when 
she first came to Lakes and 
continues to be a chief organizer 
of the event. Each year there’s 
room for improvement, she 
said. 
	 Last year they opened up a 
concession stand, for example, 
and this year they added pizza 
so people wouldn’t go hungry 
until 8:30 p.m., when the fair 
ends.
	 “Math Fair was hosted by 
many of the honors classes,” 
Farrell said. 
	 With all the math classes, 
there were many students who 
participated in the Math Fair.  
	 “We had 95 groups this year, 
with about four to five people 

per group,” Farrell said.
	 The goal for this year was to 
get more students to attend the 
Math Fair.  
	 Since the Math Fair last year 
was held on a Wednesday, 
there were some conflicts in 
schedules. 
	  This year there were also 
better prizes, which was due 
to the Booster Club’s donation 
to the Fair so that more prizes 
could be bought. 
	 Senior Charles Scupham 
participated in this year’s fair, in 
a group with Anthony Thommes, 
Amanda Kramer, Randy 
Ratajczyk, and Samantha 
Larcom.  
	 “Our project was called 
Treasure Island,” Scupham said. 
“The kids had to dig through 
buckets full of packing peanuts 
to find the correct answer.”
	  There were a variety of 
games at the fair. There were 
games where you were allowed 
to shoot baskets for money, 
along with games where you 

got to throw wet sponges at a 
host.  	
	 The turnout for the Math Fair 
was, indeed, better than last 
year’s. It did depend on various 
things, however.  
	 Senior Brooke DeRose 
thought that it depended on 
what the weather was like, 
while senior B.J .Fuller thought 
there would be many kids, and 
it should be helpful to the little 
children.  
	 Unfortunately, this year’s 
outcome also posed problems. 
	 Two of the elementary 
schools had concerts held on 
the same day.
	 One of the feeder elementary 
schools also has a great deal 
of their students sent home 
with the flu earlier that day.  
	 “The turnout was more than 
I thought that would be there 
but hearing that there could 
have been more students but 
there was conflicts was a little 
upsetting to hear,” said junior 
Steffanie Fisher.  	

Math students hold annual 
Math Fair for grade schools


