Inside

Guitar Hero 3 gets rave re-

g Kevin Guirand wins $5,000 scholarship
view. Page 15.

To follow step-by-ste
el > through radio station. Page 17

instructions on how to
‘crank dat’ turn to Page 9.

Opinion
Features
Arts & Entertainment....

Talon Times

Lakes Community High School, 1600 Eagle Way, Lake Villa, 11l. 60046

Vets honored at school

Volume 3, Issue 3 November 30, 2007

wide event

Bird’'s Eye View

Lakes students
inducted into music
honor society

Multiple Lakes
students are now
members of the National
Tri M music honor
society. The newly
inducted include, Alyssa
Wittman, Cat Kliesner,
Mat Braden,

Jesse Lundgren, Jake
Bowen, Robbie Bock,
Troy Kenny,

Becky Ryan, Becky
Helgeson, Grace
Brunette, Ashleigh
Riley, Kali Miller, Ashley
Perkins, Kaela Talley,
Kathy Acres,Melissa
Werfelmann,Katie
Kerpan,Shawn LeBaron,
Devon Brookover, Laura
Gorski and

Brittany Evans.

School adjusts to
water loss

The water supply was
cut from Lakes students
and staff on Nov. 16 as a
precautionary measure.

The town of Lake
Villa issued a water
boil order due to a
loss of water pressure
for all public water
users. While the toilet
facilities were functional
the sinks were not.

Hand sanitizer was
placed in each bathroom
courtesy of Kurt Rowels,
social studies teacher,
and his students.

To quench the thirsts
of the students, water
jugs, and bottles,
were made available
during passing periods.

By Lindsay Frisby
Staff Reporter

Around 7:30 am on the Monday
following Veterans Day, the school
opened its doors to a slightly
different group than the usual
Lakes students. More than fifty
veterans gathered to be honored
and celebrated by Lakes and the
community.

Rebecca Holst, social studies
teacher and Principal Jim McKay

organized a day to stress the
importance of Veteran’s day.
McKay and Holst plan to
make this celebration an annual
event at Lakes.

The veterans met in
the cafeteria which was
transformed into a melting
pot of history. The veterans
were served breakfast, and
able to enjoy the company

of fellow veterans.

FCCLA and the foods
classescreatedan American
flag of between 800 to 850
cupcakes. These along
with festive decorations
on the lunch tables added
to the patriotic decor.

“Each food class spent
one day in class baking
cupcakes, then on Sunday

FCCLA, Karen Schneider,
Dawn Hanich, and myself
frosted them,” said foods
teacher Jaclynn Gahler.

The experience of the
veterans ranged anywhere

from WWII to being currently

involved in the War on Terrorism,
some young, some old, some men,
some women. Many wore parts of
their uniform or other pieces of
patriotic apparel.

The celebration was then
continued in the gym for a school
wide assembly. The assembly
included speeches by retired
Colonel Gerald Bension of the
United States Air Force and
Brigadier General Ward Arnston.

“It is great to be with a group
who has an Eagle as its mascot
to celebrate Veterans Day,” said
Arnston. Who also reinforced
the importance of simply saying
“thank you” to the veterans that
you know.

The winners of the Veterans
Day DPoetry contest read their
poem to the school which was
preceded by the Coast Guard,
Navy, Air Force, Army, Marines
Corps medley.

After the retiring of the colors,
the students were dismissed to
their third hour classes.

“My favorite part of the
assembly was watching the
veterans stand for the playing
of their branch of the military. I
thought that was very cool,” said
junior Paige Czaplicki.

Throughout the day students
were made aware of the actual
impact the military has on the
school.

Whether it was by the
multimedia presentation that
was played all day on the TVs

a connection to someone at Lakes,
or by watching the hands fly up
when the assembly was asked
how many people knew a soldier
in the war or previously involved
with the military, it was easy to see
that students were more affected
than they thought.
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displaying the veterans that had For more on Veteran’s Day see page 2

Meet the ‘Staph’: students share experiences

By Abbi Pendley
Art Editor

he outbreak of Staph
infections has risen
to extreme numbers,
and many cases
have had extreme outcomes.
More than 45 Illinois schools
have had several cases of the
infection—Lakes included.
Staphis a type of bacteria that
lives harmlessly on the surface
of skin. When you get an open
wound and do not properly
clean and sanitize it, the Staph
enters the wound and causes a
nasty infection. Students can get
infected from person to person
contact with someone who has
Staph, or contact with objects
such as sports gear, clothing,
even pens.
“l didn't do a very good
job covering it during football

practice and it got infected,”
freshman Michael Hough said.
“Then I got my second one from
not finishing the antibiotics.”
JuniorsLindsayPickhardtand
Steffanie Fisher also contracted
the infection. Pickhardt was

size of a finger nail, and another
about the size of a needle head,”
Fisher said. “An area of about 2
inches around the blister was
extremely sore, and stung really
bad.”

Pickhardt had the infection

| was very uncomfortable knowing
how serious the different staph
infections can be.”

camping and woke up with her
finger completely swollen, and
Fisher believes hers may have
come from her kneepads during
a volleyball game after recently
shaving.

“About 8-10 hours after
noticing the red irritation, I had
a puss filled blister about the

Steffanie Fisher

junior
under the nail of her right ring
finger. As her finger swelled
about two sizes bigger, the
right half of her nail rose off her
finger. It eventually, after the
infection was diminished, fell

off completely.

“It felt like a hammer kept
pounding on my finger,”

Pickhardt said. “It was a
constant throbbing pain.”

Although information and
warning signs of Staph have
been posted on the Lakes” web
site, throughout the news, and
other such places, all three of
these who were infected seemed
to be surprised.

“l was very uncomfortable.
Knowing how serious the
different Staph infections can
be, to be honest, I was really
scared,” Fisher said. “As any
person would, I expected the
worst. But after going to the
doctor and finding out for
sure that I had Staph and how
common it was, I was more
comfortable. It was better that
I had caught it early, and I was
told that with constant up-
keep, everything was going to
be okay.”

See “Staph” on Page 3



