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Leading 
Eagles

	 By Evan Vandermeer 
Copy Editor

	 The boys tennis team 
is well on their way to a  
successful season. The team took 
first place at the Cary Grove 
High School Invite, and had a 3-3 
dual meet record by press time. 
	 Head coach Bryan  
Plinske says that his team is 
on the right track for success. 
	 “We are well on our way,” 
Plinske said. “The early  
performance indicates 
that we can capture the  
division title again. The boys 
are having a lot of fun.” 
	 Returning players have  
improved a lot from last year, 
making the team better as a 
whole. According to Plinske, 
junior Mike Chernetsky has  
really stepped up his game 
from last year. Chernetsky 
gives credit to some of his  
improvement to the practices 
the team has had this year. 
	 “The practices are  
pretty solid,” Chernetsky 
said. “We have Coach Ingram  
conditioning us 
and Coach Plinske  
helping us with  
doubles and singles strategy.” 
	 The weather,  
however, has not been favorable. 

	 “Practices have been 
tough with the weather,” 
Plinske said. “It doesn’t 
feel like we’re in a routine.” 
	 When the weather has 
been decent, however, 
the team takes advantage. 
	 “When we have a chance 
to practice, we work hard on  
certain skills,” Plinske 
said. “The boys have done  
exceedingly well  
considering the poor conditions 
we’ve had to play in. There 
have been no complaints.” 
	 Despite the positive  
aspects of the team, there are still  
areas that need improvement. 
	 “We’ve done many things 
well,” Plinske said. “We need 
to work on our consistency. 
Once that falls into place, 
it should be the final piece 
needed for our success.” 
	 Once the team  
establishes some  
consistency, neither  
Plinske nor Chernetsky think 
state is out of the question. 
	 “It’s still a long way from 
winning division, but as long 
as we continue to strive for  
perfection we should be 
well on our way to state,”  
Chernetsky said. 
	 “Everyone is focused on 
playing great tennis,” Plinske 
said. “The team is motivated.”  

Tennis team overcoming weather, looking ahead towards division title, state

The forecast is clear, with a 
chance of victory
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Senior Randall Haylock serves during a recent match.  The 
team finished in first place at the Cary Grove High School 
invite, and has a 3-3 dual meet record so far this season.
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Why track?
“I run track to keep in shape 
for cross country and to 
improve upon my running. 
Track is so much fun and I 
enjoy running with the other 
track girls on a daily basis.”

What has been your biggest 
accomplishment?
“We have not ran many races 
so far, but my biggest  
accomplishment has been 
running with the varsity 
4X800 team.” 

 Why tennis?
“Its a lot of fun being apart 
of a team where even though 
we fight for our positions on 
the team, we all know we 
have a common goal and that 
is having more wins than our 
opponent.” 
    
 What has been your biggest 
accomplishment?
“It is still the beginning of 
the season, but I have already 
won second place at a  
tournament.” 

Why soccer?
“I like to be competitive and 
still have a lot of fun, so 
soccer is perfect.”

What has been your biggest 
accomplishment?
“I can run three miles now  
without collapsing.”   

Why baseball?
“I play baseball simply  
because I love to play.”

What has been your biggest 
accomplishment?
“My biggest accomplishment 
has been being apart of the 
first regional championship 
team and also being named a 
captain.”
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Kelly
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Off and running at 6-3, soccer team is ready for division

Senior Meghan Mulloy attacks to clear the ball out of the  
defensive zone. The girls played Loyola Academy, and  
although it was a hard fought game, lost 3-0.
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Junior Alyssa Baker charges to the ball and prepares to pass 
it up field.  The team is 6-3 on the season.

	 By Colin Gillespie 
Sports Editor

	 The girls’ soccer team has 
set its record at 6-3, and is now 
heading into conference play. 
	 The Eagles have had some 
early success this season, 
beating Grayslake 2-1 in the  
season opener, Belvidere 
North 6-0, Grant 3-0, North  
Chicago 7-0, Mother McAuley 
4-0, and Crystal Lake South 2-1.   
	 Crystal Lake 
South served as huge  
confidence boost for the Eagles. 
	 “I am proud we beat  
Crystal Lake South because 
they were a better team,” said 
junior Sarah Bartlett. “We 
showed we can compete with 
and beat teams like them.” 
	 Junior Alyssa Baker agrees. 
	 “(Crystal Lake South) is a 
very good team, and we came 
away with two goals,” said  
Baker. “We played 
good defense, and came 
away with a win.” 
	 The team has hit a few 
rough patches, namely  
losses to Cary Grove 2-0, Loyola  
Academy 3-0, and 
Prairie Ridge 1-0.  
	 “Our toughest loss was 
against Prairie Ridge,” 
said Baker. “It was a  
competitive games, 
and we had our  
chances to score. However, they 
scored in the last two minutes.” 
	 Bartlett has the same 
game on her mind. 

	 “We could have won 
that game and maybe do  
better in the tournament, but 
we didn’t play how we are  
capable of  
playing,” said Bartlett. 
	 Even with the losses, the  
Eagles are not  
disappointed at all. 
	 “Nothing has really been 
all that disappointing yet,” 
said Baker. “The season is 
still very early, and we have 
a good record so there’s  
nothing to be  
disappointed about.” 
	 Overall, the team has 
stuck together and has 
played well together. 
	 “I am most proud of how 
we have come together as a 
team and how we have been 
able to work together so 
far this season,” said Baker. 
	 Bartlett cites good team 
chemistry as to why the Eagles 
have had success this season. 
	 “It is unique because we all 
have our different perks and 
personalities, but somehow, 
we all mesh together,” said  
Bartlett. “We always have a 
great time with whatever we are  
doing. We are a very close team.” 
	 “Our team’s ability to move 
the ball around to make a few 
good plays, and then Ashley 
Chernich, Ashley Neubeck, and 
Michelle Kosmen’s ability to  
finish when it counts 
has all helped us win 
this year,” said Bartlett. 


